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developments), or Richard Nixon (who came
across as devious). At crucial moments, all failed
to convey “trust and assurance” to the public.

Kuklick’s sensible-soundirig thesis may soon be
put to the test in the 1989-93 White House. His-
tory will judge whether an efficient pragmatist can
match the political success of Ronald Reagan, the
“Great Communicator.”

Why should the People’s Republic of China, a na-
tion with an income per capita of less than $300,
invest heavily in developing nuclear weapons and
intercontinental missile systems? As these two
pathbreaking books show, this sustained commit-
ment of manpower, materiel, and money owes to
several factors: traditional Chinese military strat-
egy, current perceptions of foreign threats, the
historical legacy of China’s humiliation at the
hands of foreign powers, and the overpowering
will of one man—Mao Zedong.

In 1955, the Great Helmsman, eager to assert
China’s national independence and international
strength in the wake of the Korean War and the
Taiwan Strait crisis, set in motion a crash pro-
gram, described in remarkable detail by Lewis,
chairman of Stanford’s International Strategic In-
stitute, and Xue, a researcher at Stanford’s Cen-
ter for International Security and Arms Control.
Supported by the Soviet Union until 1959, when
Beijing-Moscow relations chilled, the program mo-
bilized a small cadre of scientists and technicians
to develop atomic and, later, hydrogen bombs.
The first nuclear device was set off on October
16, 1964, at the Lop Nur test site—China’s Ala-
mogordo. During the 25 years since that day in
the Xinjiang desert, the Chinese have developed a
complete triad of delivery systems—air-, sea-, and
land-based—and a total nuclear force third only to
those of the United States and the Soviet Union.

To what purpose? Lin, a resident scholar at the
American Enterprise Institute, finds that China’s
strategic nuclear doctrine is based on traditional
concepts of war and deterrence, some dating to
Sun Zi's Art of War (early 4th century, B.C.). Ac-
cordingly, China’s leaders see their nuclear arse-
nal primarily as a means of denying an adversary
Chinese territory rather than as a weapon for
projecting force abroad.
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