
CURRENT BOOKS 

Harris, a historian formerly of King's School, 
Canterbury, deplores the spirit of intolerance 
and violence that prevailed among the King's 
enemies. His biography of Henry Hyde 
(1609-1674), first earl of Clarendon and loyal 
supporter of the monarchy during England's 
experiment with republican government 
from 1649 to 1660, is a hymn to such royalist 
virtues as tradition, reason, moderation, and 
reconciliation. Clarendon sometimes van- 
ishes in the fascinating welter of details about 
the battles between the House of Commons 
and Charles I, the execution of the King in 
1649, and the triumphant return of Charles I1 
in 1660. But toward the end of Harris's book, 
Clarendon comes more into his own. In 1667, 
he was exiled to France by Charles 11, the 
"merry monarch" by then grown weary of his 
Chancellor's censorious counsel and in need 
of a scapegoat on whom to blame England's 
debacles in the Anglo-Dutch War. Clarendon, 
ever his sovereign's loyal servant, died in ex- 
ile but not before completing his History of 
the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England (pub- 
lished 1702-04), on which, writes Harris, "in 
a sense this whole book has been in the nature 
of a commentary." 
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marriage (the practice of marrying relatives) 

$12.95 paper was common, even encouraged; a bachelor 
was obliged to marry his brother's widow; 
and adoption was routine. All of this began 
changing, says Goody, a Cambridge Univer- 
sity anthropologist, as the Christian Church, 
under the aegis of Rome's converted Emperor 
Constantine ( A . D .  280-337), shifted from 
being a loosely organized sect to a "property- 
holding corporation, capable of acquiring 
land by gift, by inheritance, or by purchase." 
Faced with growing responsibilities, includ- 
ing the care and feeding of its ecclesiastical 
ranks, the church began supporting a system 
of marital injunctions that would tend, over 
time, to make it harder for families to accu- 
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mulate or even to retain wealth and land. The 
object: to divert inheritances to the church. 
Bans against the marriage of cousins, such as 
that issued by the Emperor Theodosius I in 
384-385, had little scriptural justification; in- 
deed, Christ's earthly parents may have been 
cousins. Theologians were forced to plunder 
the Old Testament (e.g., Leviticus) to justify 
their regulations. Furthermore, adoption, a 
common practice under Roman law, virtu- 
ally disappeared in Europe, as the church be- 
came the sole guardian of orphans. (In 
France, common law adoption was not rein- 
troduced until 1892.) Goody traces the im- 
pact of the church's new interest in families, 
showing how it contributed to the rise of 
chivalry, romantic love, and new forms of 
kinship, including godparenthood. Goody's 
history is a provocative reminder of the plas- 
ticity of society's most cherished, and suppos- 
edly immutable, institutions. 
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TION For years dismissed by most intellectuals as 
the pride of fools and the refuge of scoundrels, 
patriotism is long overdue for serious schol- 
arly contemplation in America. The conspicu- 
ous silence, argues Janowitz, a noted 
University of Chicago sociologist, is sympto- 
matic of a general decline, since 1945, of this 
nation's civic spirit. According to current 
fashion, U.S. citizenship involves rights and 
entitlements, not duties and responsibilities. 
Janowitz surveys the decline of those institu- 
tions that once provided Americans with a 
strong civic education. The tradition of the 
"citizen-soldier," forged during the revolu- 
tionary war, instructed the citizen in the rela- 
tionship between the state and the military 
and united him with a wide range of fellow 
countrymen in the nation's defense. Since 
World War 11, the changing nature of warfare, 
rejection of conscription by Left and Right 
alike, and a general antimilitary mood have 
gradually eroded support for a citizen sol- 
diery. Its death blow was delivered by Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon in 1973, when he ended 


