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This is hardly an interpretation of revolutions
to encourage would-be revolutionaries. Gone
are the old romantic theories that depicted
revolutions as glorious struggles between past
and future or good and evil; the revolutions
Goldstone studies arise from imbalances be-
tween human institutions and environmental
factors such as disease, weather, and the pro-
ductivity of the soil. The fall of an ancien regime
and its revolutionary replacement could hardly
have been expected to bring an end to social
difficulties. “In practice,” those societies “con-
vulsed by severe problems [were] more likely
to find solutions in stern authority.” Revolu-
tions, Goldstone concludes, “create great de-
bates about freedom but often shrink from
establishing it.”

Contemporary Affairs

EDGE CITY: Life on the New Frontier. By
Joel Garreau. Doubleday. 526 pp. $22.50

Joel Garreau has seen the urban future, and it’s
not that bad.

This future will be dominated by what he
calls Edge Cities, those massive agglomerations
of office parks, shopping malls, and housing
developments that already dot the periphery of
our metropolitan regions. Garreau, who com-
bines the journalist's eye for detail (he is a
Washington Post reporter) with the analytic
training of a demographic geographer, portrays
these one-time suburbs as diverse and healthy
places. They put individuals within easy reach
(by car) of everything, from high-technology
firms to used book stores. Concentrating on a
hundred-odd Edge Cities, mostly clustered
around nine metropolitan areas, Garreau ar-
gues that they all reflect the search for a new
balance between the human desire for social
contact and for individual freedom. He excuses
their various deficiencies, such as New Jersey's
Bridgewater Commons mall, as those of “a first
generation vision . . . an experimental effort in a
national work in progress.”

While Garreau sometimes echoes the boost-
erism of the developers, he is disturbed by the
development “growth machine.” His book con-
cludes with an account of the 1988 confronta-
tion in northern Virginia between mega-devel-

oper John T. Hazel, who sincerely believed he
was bringing the benefits of civilization to an
empty landscape, and the local activists who
opposed his plan to develop a 542-acre portion
of the Civil War battlefield at Manassas (Bull
Run). In the end, the federal government was
persuaded to preserve the battlefield. That solu-
tion will not often be available for the Ameri-
can Edge City of the future. Indeed, Garreau
has little faith that government—or architects
and planners, who tend to be focused on the
restoration of the old central cities—can have
much impact on the Edge Cities. Ultimately, de-
velopers and citizens will have to work out lo-
cal “social contracts” to channel growth.
Garreau is optimistic that they will. He is talk-
ing, after all, about a frontier, where all things
seem possible.

THE DISUNITING OF AMERICA:
Reflections on a Multicultural Society. By
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. Whittle. 91 pp. $11.95

The most innovative—some would say the
most questionable—development in recent
publishing comes from the Tennessee pub-
lisher, Whittle Communications. Whittle hires
well-known writers to address, in short, punchy
books of about 100 pages, some of the thornier
issues of the day; it then sells commercial ad-
vertising and distributes 150,000 free copies to
business and opinion leaders before the book
goes to stores. With this new addition to the
series, it can now be said that the multicultural
“political correctness” controversy has been
“Whittled”” down to size. Schlesinger, professor
of history at the graduate school of the City Uni-
versity of New York and one of the deans of
American liberalism, is well qualified for the
task.

As one would expect, Schlesinger takes the
long, middle-of-the-road view. Recognition of
the contributions of non-WASP minorities was
much needed in this country, he argues. But
what began in the 1960s as a healthy corrective
built on sound scholarship has degenerated
into propagandistic ‘“‘compensatory” history
that distorts the truth in order to fuel a cult of
group- and ethnicity-mindedness. The matter is
far from merely academic, says Schlesinger:
“The ethnic revolt against the melting pot has
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reached the point, in rhetoric at least, though
not I think in reality, of a denial of the idea of a
common culture and a single society. If large
numbers of people really accept this, the repub-
lic would be in serious trouble.”

Signs are that the excesses of the “ethnic up-
surge” will be their own undoing. Already, they
have united outstanding scholars of the left,
right, and center in a chorus of condemnation.
The spectacle of Marxist historian Eugene Gen-
ovese embracing conservative Dinesh
D’Souza's llliberal Education is typical of this
unusual united front. Still, one must share
Schlesinger’s concern about those students
who have been taught by “Afrocentric’” schol-
ars that AIDS is a white-engineered conspiracy
directed at the black population, or, even more
sweepingly, that Europeans are ‘“ice people,”
responsible for the world’s three D’s—*“domi-
nation, destruction, and death.” No one born in
this century needs to be told how poisonous
such ideas can be.
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DEMOCRACY AND DELIBERATION: New
Directions for Democratic Reform. By James
S. Fishkin. Yale. 172 pp. $17.95

Soundbites, Michael Dukakis in a tank, George
Bush munching on pork rinds with Iowa farm-
ers—so ran the presidential campaign of 1988.
Even the “issues” were vacuous: Willie Horton,
the ACLU, and “read my lips.”

Fishkin, a University of Texas political scien-
tist, may not have the cure for the problem, but
he has come up with a good idea: a “National
Issues Convention,” to be held in January of
the coming year. Six hundred delegates, demo-
graphically representative of the U.S. popula-
tion, will gather for three days of direct delib-
eration with the candidates for both parties’
presidential nominations. The delegates will be
divided into separate party meetings and at the
end of the third day will be polled on the issues
and their choice of candidate. The Public
Broadcasting System will televise the proceed-
ings to a national audience.

Although such a proposal hardly needs intel-
lectual justification, Fishkin provides just that
in Democracy and Deliberation (to be published
shortly before the convention). “True democ-
racy,” argues Fishkin, depends on three condi-
tions: political equality, protection against the
tyranny of the majority, and real deliberation.
Fishkin holds that deliberation is a means to
the fulfillment of the first condition, political
equality. But despite recent convention re-
forms, endless primary campaigns still prevent
conventions from being effective deliberative
bodies. An issue-oriented mini-convention
coming before the primaries may be the solu-
tion, says Fishkin. Whether it is or not, Democ-
racy and Deliberation makes worthwhile read-
ing for anyone concerned with the ills of our
political system.

Science & Technology

STRANGERS AT THE BEDSIDE: A History
of How Law and Bioethics Transformed
Medical Decision Making. By David J.
Rothwman. Basic. 303 pp. $24.95

Once upon a time—it was only a few decades
ago, but it now seems something out of an old



