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A young mother suddenly tails ill, beer turns 
sour in a farmer's barrel, a "healthy" cow 
keels over-in 17th-century Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, such occurrences often raised 
the specter of witchcraft. Throughout most of 
Europe, the fear of witches was waning. But 
in the two Puritan colonies of New England 
between 1638 and 1700, 234 indictments or 
con~plaints were filed against people for 
"givingentertainment to Satan." Who were 
these witches? Examining court records, 
genealogies, and diaries, Demos, a Brandeis 
historian, finds that one-fourth were men. 
Most were, like Goodwife Garlick of East- 
hampton, Long Island, notoriously cantank- 
erous (but not elderly) women of low social 
position. Though married, they were likely to 
be childless. Their accusers tended to be poor, 
middle-aged women, preoccupied, Demos 
suggests, with the recent loss of their own 
procreative powers. Because of its emphasis 
on brotherhood and "comn~onwealth," Puri- 
tan society was particularly susceptible to be- 
lief in witches, argues Demos. For people who 
took social concord as a sign of godliness, the 
discord that could fester in the close con- 
fines of an isolated village appeared ominous. 
Demos conveys a keen sense of the terror and 
bitterness of witchcraft's "victims" and of the 
pathetic souls accused by their neighbors of 
"signing the Devil's Book." 

Between 1933 and 1945, when many nations 
throughout the world took in a t  least part of 
those populations that Hitler was attempting 
to destroy, Canada opened its door just a 
crack, admitting only 5,000 refugees, among 
them 3,500 Jews. Toronto historians Abella 
and Troper have set out the story of Canada's 
inhospitable immigration policy. Most politi- 
cians and bureaucrats supported restrictions 
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