the drug czar’s office for about half a year, fo-
cuses more on White House “culture”: the social
chasm separating the West Wing from the Old
Executive Office Building, the catty in-fighting
over press leaks, an obsession with perks verg-
ing on parody. A series of “Freeze Frames” be-
tween chapters offers brief glimpses into the lives
of unnamed staffers. Narrated in the second per-
son, they provide readers with a vicarious tour
of the Bush administration. Podhoretz can turn
a good phrase, but his metaphors need prun-
ing—career government officials “attach them-
selves and their careers to the public trough with
glue as strong as barnacles”—and he sometimes
comes off as too clever by half.

Both books convey a strong sense of betrayal
as they describe the Bush administration seduc-
ing, frustrating, and finally abandoning its many
young and ideology-driven staffers. To them,
Busl’s failure—not as a Republican, but as
Reagan’s heir—was a personal affront.

THE FATE OF HONG KONG: The Coming
of 1997 and What Lies Beyond. By Gerald Segal.
St. Martin's. 234 pp. $21.95

What exactly will happen at midnight on June
30,1997, when the six million people living in the
British colony of Hong Kong are handed over to
the People’s Republic of China? Journalists and
businesspeople frequently envision nightmare
scenarios. According to one, Hong Kong, accus-
tomed to running itself as a near-perfect market
economy, declares its de facto independence; the
Chinese Communist rulers then forceably put
down the “rebellion” and in the process reduce
the island to an economic backwater. Evennow,
the flight of worried emigrants from Hong Kong—
who by 1997 may number one million—is putting
a damper on the economy.

Segal, editor of the Pacific Review, believes that
such fears are exaggerated. What may happen,
he argues, is in fact happening already. Deter-
mined that China avoid the Soviet Union'’s fate,
Deng Xiaoping has put economic growth first
and allowed China’s regions to develop their
own trade with other countries. For the past
decade, China’s southern Guangdong province
has formed a trading alliance with Hong Kong,
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the latter acting as the external engine for an
unprecedented prosperity in a mainland Chinese
region. This economic interdependence, Segal ar-
gues, will also reduce the risk of Beijing’s interven-
tion. Moreover, further successes in the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong region will accelerate the eco-
nomic decentralization of the country, making
it easier for the outside world to deal with China.

Such large-scale forecasts, Segal admits, are risky.
At present growth rates, China could well be the
world’s largest economy after the year 2010. Then
there's the fact of China’s history: Healthy economic
regionalism is quite different from a disunited China
in chaos, for which there are precedents. But while
Hong Kong’s economy will surely suffer in the trans-
fer, at this point the potential for overall benefit
seems greater than that for overall disaster.

IN EUROPE’S NAME: Germany and the
Divided Continent. By Timothy Garton Ash.
Random House. 680 pp. $27.50

Timothy Garton Ash is among the more distin-
guished contemporary journalists specializing in
Central European affairs. He has written vivid
accounts of the Solidarity movement in Poland
and the 1989 revolutions in Warsaw, Budapest,
Prague, and Berlin. Now he turns his attention
to a question that is as big as any in the modern
world: How will a reunited Germany exercise its
power in the future? To find possible answers,
Garton Ash painstakingly reconstructs the his-
tory of West Germany’s foreign policy from the
1950s to the late 1980s, particularly its strategy
of Ostpolitik.

The brainchild of Kurt-Georg Kiesinger,
Willy Brandt, and Hans-Dietrich Genscher,
Ostpolitik was West Germany’s strategy for deal-
ing with its neighbors to the east, and was con-
sistently implemented right up to the fall of the
Berlin Wall. Its central aim was “normalization”:
establishing full diplomatic and other relations
with the communist countries. Most important,
it sought to “stabilize” East Germany both by
recognizing its legitimacy and by providing hard
currency when its economy faltered. The ulti-
mate goal was reunification.

Reunification was surely achieved, but, as
Garton Ash shows, the path to this end was



