
RESEARCH REPORTS 

Reviews of new research at public agencies and private institutions 

"Unfulfilled Expectations: Home and School Influences on Literacy." 
Harvard Univ. Press, 79 Garden St., Cambridge, Mass. 02138. 251 pp. $29.95. 
Authors: Catherine E. Snow, Wendy S. Barnes, Jean Chandler, et al. 

In 1982, Snow, a professor at 
the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education,  and he r  col- 
leagues, ended an 18-month 
study of how children from 
low-income families learn to 
read and write on an optimis- 
tic note. "Only a few of them 
were in serious academic trou- 
ble then," the researchers re- 
call, "and even those scoring 
the lowest on our tests showed 
the capacity to make great 
gains under the influence of 
excellent teachers." 

But when the researchers 
did a follow-up study four  
years later, their hopes were 
dashed .  "Few of t h e  s t u -  
d e n t s .  . . had cont inued to 
make gains in literacy conso- 
nant with their abilities. Only a 
small minority were taking 
courses  that would qualify 
them fo r .  . . college. Several 
were high school dropouts." 

During 1980-82, Snow and 
her colleagues went into the 
homes and classrooms of 32 
grade school children of aver- 
age ability and various back- 
grounds. 

Two facets of literacy-word 
recognition skills and vocabu- 
lary-were strongly influenced 
by the "literacy environment" 
of the home, the mother's own 

level of education, and her 
educational expectations for 
the child. (The father's back- 
ground mattered much less.) 
The quality of schools also 
made a difference, but a con- 
siderably smaller one. 

A third facet, reading com- 
prehension, is more compli- 
cated. But schools and families 
seemed to be able to compen- 
sate for each other's failings. In 
the  1980-82 study, all chil- 
dren-including those from 
the worst homes-who had ex- 
cellent teaching for two years 
made the expected gains in 
reading comprehension. 

The schools provided very 
little instruction in how to 
write. And parents did have a 
big impact there, the research- 
ers found. The "good writers" 
tended to live in more orga- 
nized households, and to have 
more  positive relationships 
with their parents. 

Parental involvement in the 
schools bolstered student liter- 
acy, the researchers found, but 
was often stymied by miscom- 
munication. The parents ex- 
pected to be notified by the 
teachers when academic prob- 
lems arose. But report cards 
often painted a rosy-and in- 
accurate-picture. During the 

study's first year, nearly three- 
fourths of the children got A's 
a n d  B ' s  in  r ead ing ,  even 
though about half were read- 
ing below grade level. But 
when  pa ren t s  d id  c o n t a c t  
teachers, children did better. 

As the years went by, how- 
ever, that happened less and 
less. Parental involvement de- 
c l ined a s  the  chi ldren ad-  
vanced into adolescence. Many 
parents, because of their own 
academic shortcomings, did 
not feel competent to help 
their children. Schools simply 
could not compensate for pa- 
rental withdrawal. 

Parents who continued to try 
to help and support their chil- 
dren, though, apparently made 
a difference. Asked to write es- 
says about a person they ad- 
mired, adolescents who were 
doing well in school tended to 
write about parents (or others) 
who gave them academic or  
psychological support. Youths 
who were not doing well typi- 
cally admired those who pro- 
vided for their basic physical 
needs. One ninth grader wrote: 
"I admire my mother and fa- 
ther because they feed me and 
give me a roof over my head." 

That, sadly, is not enough to 
nurture a literate citizen. 

"Peace Corps' Challenges in the 1990s." 
Editorial Research Reports, Congressional Quarterly, 1414 22nd St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20037. 15 pp. $7. 
Author: Richard L. Worsnop 

The Peace Corps,  b o r n  30 But today's Peace Corps fields Editorial Research Reports. 
years ago March 1 during the less than half as many volun- Some other changes may be 
presidency of John F. Ken- teers (6,100) as the Corps of f o r  t h e  bet ter .  Dur ing t h e  
nedy, still projects an image of 1966. Its budget ($186 million) 1960s, up to 85 percent of the 
youthful "vigah" and ideal- is also down, in constant dol- volunteers were under age 26; 
ism-and that image still bears lars, by more than half, says today, only about half are. In 
some resemblance to reality. Worsnop, associate editor of the early years, nearly 60 per- 
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cent of volunteers were young 
generalists possessing only 
bachelor's degrees in the lib- 
eral arts; today, generalists ac- 
count for only about 30 per- 
cent of volunteers, with most 
of the others being specialists 
in business, engineering, 
health, or  social work. Al-  
though the Peace Corps today 
has many fewer volunteers 
than it did in its '60s heyday, 
they are spread more widely: 
Volunteers are in 73 countries, 
more than ever before. And 
more countries are seeking 
volunteers now than did in re- 
cent decades. 

After the 1989 revolution in 
Eastern Europe, the Peace 
Corps sent 84 volunteers to Po- 
land, 53 to Hungary, and 22 to 
Czechoslovakia. Many more 
were due to go to the region 
this year. Poland is scheduled 
eventually to have 213 volun- 
teers, one of the largest Peace 
Corps contingents in the 
world. Honduras, with 339 vol- 
unteers as of January, has the 
largest number, followed by 
Botswana (306), Guatemala 
(244), Thailand (219), and 
Zaire (2 10). 

The move into Eastern Eu- 
rope brought the Peace Corps 

new public attention, but it 
also aroused concern among 
those committed to the agen- 
cy's traditional mission of help- 
ing poor people in poor coun- 
tries. Thanks to a $17.4 million 
budget increase for 199 1, how- 
ever, the agency's expansion is 
not now being made at the ex- 
pense of its programs in the 
Third World. 

Over the decades, one Peace 
Corps veteran observed, the 
Corps has shown it "can adapt 
itself to different countries and 
different situations," which 
helps to explain why it has sur- 
vived adversity at home. 

'Energy in Developing Countries" 
Office of Technology Assessment, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402-9325. 
148 pp. $7. 

Developing countries have 
been fast increasing their con- 
sumption of oil and other com- 
mercial sources of energy- 
from 17 percent of total global 
consumption in 1973 to 23 
percent in 1985. By 2020, their 
demand for commercial en- 
ergy could triple, increasing 
their share to 40 percent. 

But many of these countries 
are already deeply in debt and 
are going to be very hard- 
pressed to pay for this in- 
crease. The Congressional Of- 
fice of Technology Assessment 
(OTA) thinks it has a way to 
help: make technological im- 
provements to boost efficiency. 
That would not only reduce 
the need for energy, it would 
cut pollution, too. 

Five developing countries- 
China, India, Mexico, Brazil, 
and South Africa-are now 
among the world's largest con- 
sumers of commercial energy 
(oil, gas, coal, and electricity). 
China alone accounts  for 

nearly 10 percent of world use. 
Africa's 50 countries, by con- 
trast, use less than 3 percent. 

Most people in the develop- 
ing world-in particular, the 
2.5 billion living in rural vil- 
lages-use noncommercial en- 
ergy: firewood, charcoal, crop 
wastes, or animal dung. Devel- 
oping countries account for 85 
percent of the world's biomass 
fuel consumption, and use is 
growing; it generates air pollu- 
tion, as well as carbon dioxide 
and other "greenhouse gases." 

As developing countries be- 
come more industrialized and 
urbanized, they shift toward us- 
ing oil and other types of com- 
mercial energy-and their en- 
ergy needs grow. Three-fourths 
of developing countries rely on 
energy imports; many are al- 
most completely dependent on 
oil imports. 

To increase the energy sup- 
ply on the scale required 
"would severely strain finan- 
cial, manpower, and environ- 

mental resources," OTA says. 
But if enough energy does not 
materialize, economic and so- 
cial development could be 
thwarted. OTA looks to techno- 
logical improvements to help 
to resolve the dilemma. 

For example, switching from 
wood stoves to more efficient 
kerosene or liquefied petro- 
leum gas ones could cut en- 
ergy use (and pollution) signifi- 
cantly, since cooking is the 
largest single use of energy in 
many countries. Another po- 
tential place to save energy, 
OTA says, is in steel produc- 
tion. Plants in India and China 
use twice as much energy as 
those in the United States and 
Japan. Some developing coun- 
tries have already cut energy 
use in steel production. South 
Korea's steel industry is the 
world's most efficient. Other 
promising technologies for im- 
proving energy efficiency are 
to be explored in a later OTA 
report. 
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We welcome timely letters from readers, especially those who wish to amplify or correct information published in the 
Quarterly and/or react to the views expressed in our essays. The writer's telephone number and address should be 
included. For reasons of space, letters are usually edited for publication. Some letters are received in response to the 
editors' requests for comment. 

African Realities 

Kwame Anthony Appiah's article ["Altered States," 
WQ, Winter '911 develops in a readable way the 
reasons that one's hopes for the reconstitution of 
African polities lie in a vibrant civil society. We are 
confronted in the 1990s with both African and East- 
ern European societies trying to deconstruct 
bloated, bureaucratic, kleptocratic, centralized 
states to free up the energies and initiatives of civil 
society. In much of Eastern Europe civil society 
has to be reconstituted as well, but in many associ- 
ations, marketing societies and educational institu- 
tions survive to reclaim their autonomy from mal- 
functioning military and authoritarian regimes. 

Two points jump out of Dr. Appiah's articles. The 
first, historical. While the British practice of "indi- 
rect rule" was a disaster for centralized national- 
ism and the transfer of power, it may in retrospect 
be closer to the multistranded fabric of African pol- 
ities than we thought in the 1960s. The second, pro- 
spective. What seems to be required in the arduous 
task of African nation-creation is a new kind of con- 
stitutional convention. The key parties at interest- 
such as ethnic groups, churches, trading associa- 
tions, universities, labor unions, fanners' groups, 
urban political parties-have to come together to 
determine for themselves what are the reciprocally 
necessary characteristics of the state they want. A 
larger state cannot survive if its citizens always 
think of themselves, and therefore shape their civic 
and kin obligations principally as Ashanti or Yor- 
uba or Luo. The African state has to be rebuilt from 
the bottom up by its own people who can articulate 
the realities of common interest. Much the same is 
true of Yugoslavia-or, it appears, of the badly fray- 
ing bonds of the Soviet Union. That there are peo- 
ple as perceptive and articulate as Dr. Appiah pro- 
vides ground for a modest hope that this large and 
critical task can be pushed forward in Ghana and 
other parts of Africa. 

Prosser Gifford 
Director of Scholarly Programs 

The Library of Congress 

Lessons Learned 

I welcome Robert Dallek ["The President We Love 

To Blame," WQ, Winter '911 to the multiform his- 
torical inquiry concerning Lyndon Johnson's ca- 
reer and what we can learn through that subject 
about the United States since the 1930s. I hope 
Dallek discovers what the rest of us miss and 
teaches what the rest of us fail to understand. 

Dallek firmly establishes his moral superiority 
over Robert Caro and me by stating that we, Caro 
and I, "have merely vilified Johnson. I put aside 
that accusation until some other time. Here, it is 
more apposite to point out that in the course of 
Dallek's reflections, although they occupy only 
seven pages of the Wilson Quarterly, Dallek himself 
vilifies Johnson, as any Johnson loyalist will al- 
ready have observed. Dallek tells us here once 
again about Johnson's "reputation as a political op- 
erator who lied to the public throughout his ca- 
reer," his "own corrupt campaign practices," and 
his "few qualms about misleading the Congress 
and the public" as he waged war in the Dominican 
Republic and Vietnam. 

I believe it is correct to say that the beneficial 
effects of Johnson's Great Society programs have 
been dismissed, distorted, ignored, and denied by 
journalists and policy analysts, many of whom have 
been running with the pack during the Reagan- 
Bush period and that Johnson must be credited 
with his real contributions to social policy in the 
United States. However. this statement. this ori- 
entation, will come as no surprise to anyone who 
has been paying attention to the relevant studies of 
Great Society programs by scholars who are true to 
the data. Elsewhere I have expressed my opinion 
that Johnson was the greatest civil rights president 
since Lincoln, and I am glad to see that, judging 
from his sketch, Dallek is thinking along compat- 
ible lines. 

I was hoping we might derive from Dallek's 
presentation of his views some solid indication of 
his own fresh perspective on our subject. But no: 
reasonably enough, we will have to wait for those 
books. I wish him the best of luck. However, the 
next time he condemns those others of us who 
have been occupied with this subject for indulging 
"our sense of moral superiority," his point will be 
more logically made if he can keep his own weak- 
ness for that indulgence under better control. 

Ronnie Dugger 
Wellfleet, Mass. 
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Polling History 

In his perceptive essay on Lyndon Johnson, Robert 
Dallek emphasizes the very low standing of LBJ in 
the eyes of the general public. Dallek cites a 1988 
Harris poll in which people ranked Johnson near 
the bottom of all recent American presidents, be- 
hind even Richard Nixon. He goes on to argue that 
historians, by their neglect of Johnson, have al- 
lowed journalists like Ronnie Dugger and Robert 
Caro to send "his already tarnished reputation into 
a free fall.'' 

What Dallek fails to note is the mounting evi- 
dence that historians and political scientists hold a 
much higher opinion of Lyndon Johnson than do 
the American people. Three polls of scholars taken 
in the early 1980s ranked him among the top dozen 
American presidents. In David L. Porter's survey of 
41 American historians in 1981, LBJ finished an 
impressive llth, among the "near great," while 
Steve Neal's poll of 49 historians and political sci- 
entists who had written extensively on the presi- 
dency listed Johnson in the 12th position, just 
ahead of Kennedy and far ahead of Nixon, who 
ranked next to last. The most extensive poll of his- 
torians, conducted by Robert K. Murray and Tim 
H. Blessing in 1982, placed Johnson loth, just be- 
hind John Adams among the "above average" pres- 
idents. 

The explanation for this startling gap between 
the way scholars and the general public view Lyn- 
don Johnson lies in the very nature of presidential 
popularity. Leaders such as Harry S. Truman and 
John E Kennedy invariably do well in broad public 
opinion polls because people tend to admire them 
as human beings. There was nothing likable about 
Lyndon Johnson. Yet historians who have in the 
past probed beyond personal characteristics for 
more tangible evidence of presidential leadership 
have discovered many of the positive traits that 
Dallek finds praiseworthy. 

It is fashionable to write about the "tragedy" of 
Lyndon Johnson-his rapid fall from grace be- 
tween 1964 and 1968, his doomed effort to try for 
both guns and butter, even his apparent awareness 
as early as 1965 that Vietnam would become his 
downfall. But perhaps the greatest tragedy of all for 
Johnson was the fact that he followed the charis- 
matic Jack Kennedy. No matter what he did, LBJ 
could never duplicate JFKs hold on the public 
imagination. As a loyal successor, he pursued Ken- 
nedy's policies to their logical conclusion. Yet LBJ 
never received the adulation that would have been 
heaped on Kennedy for the Great Society; instead 
he became the scapegoat for the failure of Viet- 
nam. Historians know better and with the publica- 
tion of books such as Dallek's forthcoming biogra- 

phy of Lyndon Johnson, perhaps LBJ will finally 
win some measure of public redemption. But don't 
count on it. 

Robert Divine 
University of Texas-Austin 

Songs of Praise 

I was introduced to the Wilson Ouarterlv several 
years ago by a friend. Since then I have learned to 
appreciate it more with each issue. I just finished 
the summer issue today. I had the impression of 
having listened to a masterful symphony. There's 
always so much in the WQ! So, thank you all for a 
very cogent, reliable, readable journal. 

Dean Holt 
Columbia, Maryland 

Protest 

I wish to record my grave concern regarding the 
quality of the Wilson Quarterly review of recent ar- 
ticles on Cuba [Autumn '90, pp. 134-1351. The re- 
viewer grossly misrepresented my article in the 
Summer issue of Foreign Policy. Among the most 
serious errors were: the statement that my article 
"sees only strength" in the Cuban government's 
position; the claim that I forecast "reductions in 
Soviet aid are unlikely"; and the suggestion that I 
believe "the fall of Ortega and Noriega strength- 
ened Castro." Either the reviewer did not read my 
article carefully, or he/she intentionally misrepre- 
sented my position. 

In my article I state that "Cuba's economy is ail- 
ing and will suffer still more as a consequence of 
stagnating or declining aid from the USSR." I also 
state that "immediate collapse" of the Cuban sys- 
tem is not likely, a statement vindicated by the con- 
tinuation of the regime many months after my arti- 
cle appeared, but that the "longer term outlook 
remains less certain." I then list a range of possible 
scenarios, one of which is "either violent or peace- 
ful overthrow" of the government. 

I never mention the fall of Ortega and contrary 
to suggesting that Noriega's removal strengthened 
Castro, I state that the change of government in 
Panama "may soon shut down" Cuba's embargo- 
circumventing operations there. 

Gillian Gunn 
Senior Associate 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

Editor's note: We believe our summary was fair, but 
it should have said that Gillian Gunn sees "mainly" 
strength in Cuba. 
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For information on an ad in the Wilson Quarterly Classified Section, please write to Advertising, The Wilson 
Quarterly, 370 L'Enfant Promenade, S.W., Suite 704, Washington, D.C. 20024, or call (202) 287-3000, ex. 223. 

- 
BOOK ASSOCIATES: Specialists in 
out-of-print books. World-wide 
search-No fee. Contact: Bob Snell, 
P.O. Box 687, Orange, Conn. 06477. 
(203) 795-31 07. Catalogs issued. 

If you are a serious reader who 
wants to stay informed, subscribe 
to THE WILSON QUARTERLY to- 
day. One year/$24, two years/$39. 
Use the postage-paid card in this is- 
sue or write to THE WILSON CEN- 
TER, Membership Department, P.O. 
Box 5221 1, Boulder, Colo. 80321. 

BOOKLOVER'S SMORGASBORD 
for a pittance! Tempting book bar- 
n s  to enrich your library. Write for 
ree catalog. IRON KETTLE 

BOOKS, 85 Hancock Road, 
Williamstown, Mass. 01267. 

HOME STUDY COURSE in econom- 

ics. A 10-lesson study that will throw 
light on today's baffling problems. 
Tuition free-small charge for ma- 
terials. Write Henry George Institute, 
121 E. 30th Street, New York, N.Y. 
1001 6. 

A limited number of back issues of 
THE WILSON QUARTERLY are 
available at a cost of $7.00 each. 
Contact: Business Manager, THE 
WILSON QUARTERLY. 370 L'En- 
fant Promenade S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20024. 

SCHUBERT/DYER-BENNET. The 
splendid Tullv Hall performance of 
the ~ ~ e r - ~ e n ' n e t  translation of "Die 
Schone Mullerin" (characterized by 
Andrew Porter as "A 'Schone 
MuIIerin' which came to life") now 
available in a meticulously produced 
studio recording (stereo-two discs) 
directly from Dyer-Bennet records. 

Publisher's 
Over 3,000 Titles at up to 

80% Off in our Free Catalog 
Choose from recent overstocks, remainders, imports 
and reprints from all major publishers-over 3,000 
titles including about 600 new arrivals each month, 
most at savings of 50% to 80%! 

Here vou'll find Politics. Biography, History, Fic- - .  
tion, *rt, Literature, 
Health, Movies, Nature, 
Cooking and Gardening 
and much more Every- 
thing from yesterday's best 
sellers to titles you never 
knew existed. 

Send me your FREE Catalog of Bargain Books 
I 

I I 

I Address 
I 
I 
I 1 city 

1 Slm Zip 
I 
I ' HAMILTON 
I 

Box 15-511, Falls Village, CT 06031 I 
I I Ã ‘ Ã ‘ Ã ‘ Ã ‘ Ã ‘ Ã ‘ Ã ‘ Ã ‘  

Monterey Stage, Great Bamngton, 
MA 01230. $17.50 postpaid. 

MODERN BELGIUM, edited by Ma- 
rina Boudart, Michel Boudart, and 
Rene Bryssinck, is a definitive refer- 
ence work of sixty essays for gen- 
eral readers, specialists, and mem- 
bers of the international business 
and diplomatic communities alike. 
592 pages. 1990. Cloth. $45.00 
USA. $48.00 elsewhere. Order from 
SPOSS Inc., 4139 El Camino Way, 
P.O. Box 10139, Palo Alto, Calif. 
94303-0897. 

FREE TO PUN LOVERS; new PUN 
AMERICAN NEWSLETTER. Send 
stamped, self-addressed # I0  enve- 
lope to PUN AMERICAN NEWS- 
LETTER, Dept. W., 1165 Elmwood 
Place, Deerfield, I L  6001 5. (Or $9.95 
for six Quarterly issues.) 
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Dear Sir, 

Chest pain 
you should tell 
your doctor about 

I have read, seen and heard thousands of ad campaigns. 
But the one your company ran...will always be the most 
significant one in my life. Because it quite literally SAVED 
my life! 

I had been experiencing the chest discomforts described 
on your full-page message. I had discounted them as gas 
ulcer or m e  other minor problem since I have always been in 
excellent health, heart included. But your description of 
Mixed Angina symptoms were exactly what I had been 
experiencing. 

The next day I went to my family doctor who performed an 
E.K.G. [He] sent me to a Cardiologist who performed a "Stressq' 
E.K.G. and put me in the hospital the next morning. An 
angiogram showed 80 to 90% blockage in the left anterior 
artery. 

My cardiologist said a possible fatal coronary would have 
occurred within two to three weeks if I had not come in for 
tests. I, my wife, daughters, son, friends and loved ones 
a n t  to express our thanks to you.... 

I know advertising can sell cars, furniture, washers and 
dryers. It can make you aware of new and better products. 
But I never knew till now that it was capable of saving a 
life. God bless you and your company. 

Very sincerely, 

We Saved Ji 
Not with clinical diagnosis, surgery or medication - with infarmation. 
Specifically, the kind of information on diseases and their symptoms 
that's featured in our innovative Partners in Healthcare series. At 
Pfizer, we recognize that consumer education is an integral facet of 
healthcare. And because our "consumer" nmay be sick and not know 
it, inforn~ational medicine can be the best first-line therapy available. 
Just ask Jimmy A. Martin. He's a living example. 

ac 
A PARTNER IN HEALTHCARE'" 






