
RESEARCH REPORTS 

Reviews of new research at public agencies and private institutions 

"Poverty, Joblessness, and Family Structure in the Inner City: 
A Comparative Perspective." 
Paper delivered at Chicago Urban Poverty and Family Life Conf., sponsored by the Univ. of 
Chicago's Grad. School of Public Policy and the Social Science Research Council, Oct. 1991. 
Author: William Julius Wilson 

In his much-noted 1987 book, 
The Truly Disadvantaged, Uni- 
versity of Chicago sociologist 
William Julius Wilson pinned 
on the economy much of the 
blame for the troubling rise in 
mother-only families among 
black Americans. Today, 5 1.1 
percent of black children live 
in such families. In roughly 
half of those families the par- 
ents were never wed. Jobless- 
ness among black males, Wil- 
son argued, meant that young 
black women faced "a shrink- 
ing pool of 'marriageable' (i.e. 
economically stable) men." 
Now, however, after examin- 
ing the contrasting patterns of 
behavior of poor inner-city Af- 
rican Americans and Mexican 
Americans, Wilson concludes 
that changed attitudes among 
blacks toward sex, marriage, 
and family have also contrib- 
uted to the problem. 

Mexicans (and non-Hispanic 
whites) in the same inner-city 
environments, survey data in- 
dicate, are much more likely 
than blacks to many after the 
birth of their first child. In Chi- 
cago, for example, that likeli- 

hood is 180 percent greater. 
(Puerto Rican fathers, how- 
ever, have the same postpar- 
tum marriage rates as blacks.) 

There remains a strong con- 
nection between male employ- 
ment and marriage, Wilson 
contends. If a black man has a 
job, the likelihood of marriage 
after a child is conceived in- 
creases by more than 50 per- 
cent. But, he says, it now ap- 
pears that "[the] stronger the 
norms against premarital sex, 
out-of-wedlock pregnancy, and 
single parenthood, the less that 
economic considerations af- 
fect decisions to many." 

Mexican Americans take a 
traditional perspective on the 
family, Wilson notes. Although 
extramarital affairs by men are 
tolerated, there is great an- 
guish when an unmarried 
woman becomes pregnant- 
and relatives on both sides 
press the couple to marry. 

That is not what happens in 
inner-city black neighbor- 
hoods, Wilson observes. 
Young single fathers, who usu- 
ally regard matrimony as a 
constraint to be avoided, feel 

little pressure to wed. The 
women's expectations of get- 
ting married are usually low. 

This was not always true of 
the black community. "In both 
inner-city Chicago and at the 
national level," Wilson's col- 
league, Mark Testa, has writ- 
ten, "black men born during 
or just after World War 11 were 
more than 2.5 times more 
likely to marry after their 
child's conception, regardless 
of economic and educational 
status, than men born during 
the late 1950s who became fa- 
thers at a similar age." The 
likelihood was even greater 
when the comparison was with 
men born in the '60s. In the 
Chicago inner city today, only 
about 30 percent of black sin- 
gle fathers ultimately marry 
the mother of their child. 

What has happened to the 
black family in the inner-city, 
Wilson says, is but "an extreme 
version" of what has been hap- 
pening to the American fam- 
ily-and of what is likely to 
happen among Mexican immi- 
grants "the longer they remain 
in the United States." 

"The Tax Decade: How Taxes Came to Dominate the Public Agenda." 
Urban Inst., 4270-A Boston Way, Lanham, Md. 20706. 239 pp. $45 (cloth), $18.50 (paper) 
Author: C. Eugene Steuerle 

Campaign '92 is haunted by the 
tax reforms of the 1980s, espe- 
cially the Reagan "supply side" 
tax cuts of 1981, which, con- 
ventional wisdom has it, are 
largely responsible for today's 
massive federal budget deficits. 

The 1980s did bring unprec- 
edented tax changes, declares 
Steuerle, a Senior Fellow at 

the Urban Institute, but their 
role in today's budget crisis is 
not what it appears. The 1980s, 
after all, was also a decade of 
unprecedented tax increases. 
In 1990, federal tax receipts- 
from income, social security, 
and other levies-neared 19 
percent of gross national prod- 
uct (GNP), up from 17.4 per- 

cent in 1976 and, for that mat- 
ter, 17.3 percent two decades 
before that. The personal in- 
come tax claimed 7.94 percent 
of GNP in 1976, yet never fell 
below 8.05 percent of GNP 
during the Reagan years. 

In any event, Steuerle be- 
lieves that tax cuts of 
Reaganesque dimensions 
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(which reduced federal re- 
ceipts by $323 billion in fiscal 
1990, not counting the offset- 
ting tax hikes) were inevitable. 
Washington had been feeding 
off inflation-driven "bracket 
creep" and other invisible rev- 
enue-raisers for years; Wash- 
ington eventually would have 
had to give much of the gains 
back. As Steuerle notes, "the 
entire revenue loss due to indi- 
vidual provisions in 1981 could 
have been achieved by nothing 
more than indexing the tax 
code for inflation from about 
1979 onward." 

In fact, Steuerle argues, the 

true (and then largely unrec- 
ognized) revolution wrought in 
198 1 was indexing future tax 
brackets to inflation. This de- 
prived Washington of most of 
the automatic revenue in- 
creases that helped fuel gov- 
ernment expansion after 
World War 11. The end of "the 
Easy Financing Era" meant 
that every increase in outlays 
would require concrete deci- 
sions about taxes. 

Steuerle has much to say 
about subsequent tax increases 
and especially the "revenue 
neutral" tax reform of 1986 (of 
which he, as a U.S. Treasury 

Department official, was a 
principal architect). Looking 
back, he marvels at how much 
the decade was dominated by 
tax measures and how little 
was accomplished on the 
spending side. This, he sug- 
gests, was not just a matter of 
politics, but of government or- 
ganization. Control over taxes 
is concentrated, especially in 
the House and Senate tax-writ- 
ing committees, while author- 
ity over spending is diffuse. 
Getting the budget deficit un- 
der control, he says, likewise 
will be as much a problem of 
organization as politics. 

"The Population of North Korea." 
Ctr. for Korean Studies, Inst. of East Asian Studies, Univ. of Calif., Berkeley, Calif. 94720. 
145 pp. $12 
Authors: Nicholas Eberstadt and Judith Banister 

In 1963, North Korea's com- 
munist regime began to im- 
pose an almost total blackout 
on release of demographic 
data to the outside world. The 
move coincided with the gov- 
ernment's chuch'e campaign, 
which fashioned a cult of 
personality around North Ko- 
rean leader Kim I1 Sung and 
his son (and designated heir), 
Kim Jong 11, and stressed na- 
tional self-reliance. In 1989, 
however, in order to qualify for 
assistance from the United Na- 
tions Population Fund, the re- 
gime lifted the curtain a little. 
For the first time in decades, 
researchers got a statistical 
glimpse at one of the world's 
most tightly closed societies. 

North Korea has a popula- 
tion of about 2 1.4 million (as of 
mid-1990) and under commu- 
nism has traveled far in the 
transition from a rural agricul- 
tural society. Sixty percent of 
the populace now lives in cit- 

ies, and only one-quarter of ci- 
vilians 16 and older are en- 
gaged in farming. Education 
for children ages 6-15 is com- 
pulsory, and more than 
500,000 people were enrolled 
in institutions of higher educa- 
tion in 1987. 

North Koreans had a pro- 
jected 1990 life expectancy of 
69 years, and infant mortality 
was relatively low. Fertility 
dropped steadily in the 1970s 
and the "total fertility rate" in 
1987 was only 2.5 births per 
woman. This may indicate a 
hidden antinatalist policy, say 
Eberstadt, a researcher at the 
American Enterprise Institute, 
and Banister, chief of the Cen- 
sus Bureau's China branch. 

The most important finding, 
the authors say, is that, as of 
1987, an estimated 1.25 mil- 
lion men-six percent  of 
North Korea's entire popula- 
tion-were in the military. 
That made North Korea "the 

most militarized country in the 
world in terms of proportion 
of population in the armed 
forces." No more than five 
other nations-the Soviet 
Union, China, the United 
States, India, and Vietnarn- 
had armed forces of 1.25 mil- 
lion or more in 1987, and the 
smallest of those countries, 
Vietnam, had a population 
three times as large as North 
Korea's. Eberstadt and Banis- 
ter's estimates buttress schol- 
arly reports of an extraordi- 
nary military buildup during 
the 1970s and '80s. 

They project that the num- 
ber of 16-28-year-olds will fall 
from 3.26 million in 1990 to 
2.78 million in the year 2000. 
That, they point out, may force 
hard choices on North Korea's 
leaders. A military of such 
huge proportions will not be 
sustainable if North Korea is to 
expand its labor force and its 
economy. 
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We welcome timely letters from readers, especially those who wish to amplify or correct information published in the 
Quarterly and/or react to the views expressed in our essays. The writer's telephone number and address should be 
included. For reasons of space, letters are usually edited for publication. Some letters are received in response to the 
editors' requests for comment. 

Genetic Warnings 

In his superb article, "Controlling the Genetic Arse- 
nal" [WQ, Spring '921, Dan Kevles addresses a criti- 
cal question: Could our increased genetic knowl- 
edge lead to a "new eugenics?" He suggests that 
the democratic nature of social institutions and 
awareness of the historical abuses of eugenics safe- 
guard us against repetition, that eugenic programs 
are more likely in authoritarian states than in na- 
tions with a robust political democracy. I want to 
suggest, however, that certain beliefs, revealed in 
contemporary American popular culture, are con- 
ducive to a new eugenics with elements that can 
flourish in a society stressed by racial tensions and 
dwindling economic resources. My study of ge- 
netic themes in popular culture lays bare these be- . - 
liets. 

I have found, for example, many explicit state- 
ments that "the poor breed more," that welfare 
subsidies encourage poor people ("welfare moth- 
ers") to reproduce, while employment opportuni- 
ties discourage affluent and educated women from 
having children. Those preoccupied with such 
trends believe that traits such as intelligence, pro- 
ductivity, and violence are genetic attributes, so 
that differential reproduction will "water down" 
the gene pool. 

Some popular literature blames social problems 
on the reproductive practices of certain groups. 
The "slippage" in American productivity, the high 
costs of social services, the state of the environ- 
ment, and urban violence have all been blamed on 
the rising birthrate among the poor or among im- 
migrants from poor countries. 

The language of crisis, catastrophe, and survival 
used to describe such problems is striking. One 
environmental magazine advocates mandatory 
sterilization, tax penalties for children, and pro- 
grams to control "the right to breed." Some writ- 
ers, struggling to define a new understanding of the 
right to reproduce, have suggested an obligation to 
pass on "good genes." The idea that bearing an ab- 
normal child is "wrong" can be a powerful form of 
social control. In addition, many mainstream jour- 
nalists have been sympathetic to suggestions to 
limit subsidies to mothers on welfare, or to provide 
bonuses for using Norplant. Fiscal responsibility is 
thus linked to reproductive responsibility. 

Finally, neo-Nazi and other hate groups with ex- 

plicitly eugenic programs have emerged from ob- 
scurity in recent years, spreading racist messages 
in the gentrified contexts of college campuses and 
even mainstream politics. They have built on the 
racial tensions in the United States, revealed in the 
tragic consequences of the Rodney King verdict. 

The increased visibility of racism coincides with 
the popular interest in scientific innovations that 
increasingly define human differences in genetic 
terms. The "gene" has a ubiquitous presence in 
contemporary popular culture and is used to ac- 
count for an extraordinary range of traits that are 
assumed to be "hard-wired and controlling. Such 
understanding contributes to the increased accept- 
ability of medical control of the human genetic 
constitution. Earlier forms of eugenics are not 
likely to be duplicated-they reflected specific his- 
torical situations. But in an era of declining re- 
sources and racial tensions, we cannot be compla- 
cent when scientific advances converge with 
popular ideas that have redefined humans as ge- 
netic products with biological obligations to soci- 
ety. For that is the essence of eugenics. 

Dorothy Nelkin 
Dept. of Sociology 

New York Univ. 

Your collection of pieces on "The Fateful Code: 
Genes and Human Destiny" is intriguing as a group 
for the very reason implied by the title. None, how- 
ever, really comes to grips with the projection of 
human controlled genetic change into the future. 

What was missing from your essays was a feeling 
for the consequences of irreversible genetic deci~  
sions and their implications for future generations. 
This absence is particularly telling for applications 
of genetic selection that preclude the survival of 
deselected species or that favor those deemed to 
represent greater human benefit (e.g., newly cre- 
ated herbicide-resistant hybrid tomatoes). Many of 
the decisions to forgo propagation of some geno- 
types in favor of others, o r  to create novel 
transgenic types of animals, may forever change 
the face of the biosphere. 

The substitution of human judgment over natu- 
ral selection is a major frame shift in the evolution 
of species on the planet. While domestication and 
agricultural practices achieved a modicum of such 
changes in the past, the present rate of substituted 
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species and genotypes has no precedent. Since Au- 
gust Weismann's seminal essays in the 1890s on 
the "Continuity of the Germplasm," two principles 
of genetic control have been paramount. One is the 
relative invulnerability of the genotype (as con- 
trasted to the phenotype) to environmental or ex- 
ternal influence. The other is the slow, lock-step- 
like cadence by which chunks of genetic material 
have been projected into the future as the result of 
sexual recombination and reproduction. 

These historical realities are being challenged by 
the newest developments in genetic engineering. 
Scientific entrepreneurs are pre-emptively select- 
ing new genotypes before they are winnowed by 
natural selection and short-cutting sexual recom- 
bination by clonal selection, and ga- 
metic selection. Agricultural activities and politi- 
cally motivated human practices (such as the 
eugenic program in Singapore or sex-selection 
practices in India and Pakistan) are already select- 
ing genotypes to ensure that certain descendants 
and not others populate the Earth. 

Americans may also wish to weigh the head-in- 
the-sand attitude that holds genetic determination 
to be a non sequitur in favor of the conviction that 
"interactions" with the environment and "human 
will" are the major forces that shape development. 
While interaction is important, no amount of ear- 
nest effort will overcome certain genetic deficits 
like Lesch-Nyhan syndrome, nor will complex hu- 
man attributes like aggression, intelligence, emo- 
tionality, and creativity be any less hereditary to- 
morrow than they are today (e.g., four generations 
of the Bach family) just because we do not like or 
know how to handle strong genetic determination. 
What is needed is a thoughtful projection of genetic 
concepts to the human sphere before the advent of 
the new avalanche of genetic knowledge. To say 
the genome is not going to tell us anything about 
what it means to be human is to miss the picture 
entirely: The genome of any species is the ultimate 
arbiter of evolutionary options. To think it will 
prove any less so for humans is foolhardy. 

Marc Lapp;, Ph.D. 
Dept. of Health Policy and Ethics 

Univ. of Ill. College of Medicine 

Adding Up the Sound Bites 

Ah the Media! The Monster that inspires a hundred 
St. Georges. I'm afraid your dragon slayer Daniel 
Hallin ["Sound Bite Democracy," WQ, Spring '921 
has galloped off in the wrong direction. Let's talk 
about sound bites. When the bean counters sol- 
emnly add up the seconds of network news cover- 
age in the 1960s and the '90s, what exactly are they 

proving? That people were more informed in the 
supposed good old days? Does the research design 
take into account Nightline, McNeil-Lehrer, CNN, 
C-Span, and all the other changes and, yes, im- 
provements in TV news since the 1960s? And what 
of newspapers, magazines, radio, books? The 
American electorate does not lack for informa- 
tion-it is there, if people look, read, reach, work 
for it. Such "research treats Rather-Brokaw-Jen- 
nings as if they were the only important news out- 
let when, the fact is, they are just easy for commu- 
nications professors to study on their VCRs. 

Edwin Diamond 
New York Magazine 

Richard Nixon already has enough trouble search- 
ing for his place in history. He shouldn't be identi- 
fied as the barrier blocking presidential debates 
with Hubert Humphrey during the 1968 campaign, 
as Robert J. Donovan and Ray Scherer assert in 
their otherwise splendid article ["Politics Trans- 
formed," WQ, Spring '921. 

Whether Nixon (or Humphrey) welcomed or 
avoided broadcast debates is largely irrelevant, 
since they could not be arranged under the then- 
existing interpretation by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission (FCC) of the Communications 
Act of 1934. 

Section 315(a) of that statute embodies the 
"equal time" rules for political candidates. It re- 
quires a broadcast licensee to afford precisely 
equal opportunities to all legally qualified candi- 
dates-federal, state, or local-if it permits any 
candidate for such office a "use" of the station. As a 
general rule, any use, however slight, of broadcast 
facilities by a legally qualified candidate triggers 
the equal-time obligation. 

Despite the severity of the basic provision, the 
law does specify four instances in which equal time 
is not required, even though a use has occurred. 
These exemptions are: a candidate's appearance in 
a bona fide newscast; a candidate's participation in 
a bona fide news interview; a bona fide news docu- 
mentary, if the appearance of the candidate is inci- 
dental to the presentation of the subject; and on- 
the-spot coverage of bona fide news events. 

Since broadcast debates did not qualify for these 
exemptions under long-standing FCC interpreta- 
tion, the equal-time rule would have applied. Faced 
with the possibility of dozens of minor-party presi- 
dential candidates demanding equal air time, 
broadcasters shied away from controversy (and lost 
revenue) by pre-emptively closing the door on any 
type of Nixon-Humphrey debate. 

No doubt some confusion arises since in 1960, a 
series of historic broadcast debates between John 
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Kennedy and Richard Nixon took place, as the au- 
thors describe in rich detail. This was because Con- 
gress, on a one-time only basis, passed a joint reso- 
lution suspending the application of mandatory 
free equal time to candidates for president and vice 
president. 

That 1960 action clearly demonstrated that the 
suspension of the equal-time requirement reduces 
the inhibition of broadcasters against granting free 
air time. Kennedy and Nixon received nearly 40 
hours of free network air time during the cam- 
paign. In contrast, Lyndon Johnson and Barry 
Goldwater received less than five hours of com- 
parable air time in 1964, when the equal-time re- 
quirement was again in full force. 

It was not until 1975 that the FCC decided to 
reverse course, extending the exemption for bona 
fide news events to cover live debates between 
qualified political candidates initiated by non- 
broadcast entities, such as the League of Women 
Voters, in non-studio settings. This ruling, while 
narrow, was enough to provide broadcasters with 
sufficient comfort to air the Ford-Carter debates, 
again the stuff of American political history. 

As the above explanation suggests, the FCC has 
had an enormous, albeit often overlooked, influ- 
ence on how presidential campaigns are presented 
on radio and television. Richard Nixon, who dis- 
trusted the electronic media, recognized this sym- 
biotic relationship all too well. One of his first ap- 
pointments after taking office in 1969 was that of 
Dean Burch to serve as chairman of the FCC. 
Burch had previously been chairman of the Repub- 
lican National Committee. 

Stuart N. Brotman 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 

Tufts Univ. 

Your cluster of articles, "The Media Make The 
Campaign," for all its emphasis on presidential im- 
agery, failed to address the central question of the 
last six presidential elections, the collective con- 
cern again reflected in this campaign: Do Ameri- 
cans want the status quo, or do they want change? 

Since the bellwether campaign of 1960, presi- 
dential elections have been evenly divided on this 
question. Election outcomes from '60, '68, '76, and 
'80 have called for change. Those of '64, '72, '84 
and '88 affirmed the status quo. Regardless of the 
wizardry of the principal candidates' media manip- 
ulators, it becomes more and more apparent with 
each passing day that the '92 presidential election 
will ultimately be about change. 

This election mimics more than others those of 
'68 and '80. Both the '68 and '80 campaigns turned 
out the incumbent party, and both featured signifi- 
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cant contributions by a populist third party candi- 
date. Both also reflected great unhappiness among 
the masses. In '68, national discontent resulted 
from war, political assassinations, and civil up- 
heaval. In '80, it was due to bad economic times, 
inability to deal effectively with the world oil cartel, 
and concern over hostages in Iran. 

The '92 election will doubtless be a national ref- 
erendum on the matters most dear to the hearts of 
middle- and working-class Americans: continuing 
unemployment and recession, a federal govern- 
ment more attentive to special interests than con- 
stituent needs, disenchantment with elected offi- 
cials' behavior, redirecting the peace dividend, and 
managing dangers intrinsic to the burgeoning fed- 
eral budget deficit. 

Using history as a guide, one would conclude 
that incumbent president George Bush, who is per- 
ceived as either unwilling or unable to engineer 
these changes, will be turned out of office. 

Larty VanDeSande 
Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council 

Lansing, Mich. 

The Rest of Reality 

In "Mapping the New Reality" [WQ, Spring '921, 
Sven Birkerts says that we are in a new, bleak era 
and that fiction writers have a duty somehow to 
represent the pervasive melancholy. What is the 
root of our despair? Actually, the answer to the 
question is the same answer to all new, bleak eras: 
technology. In other words, the world is changing. 
And some people fear the change. 

Mr. Birkerts claims that writers must clarify his 
vision of "our growing sense of social and political 
inconsequence." Of course, he then goes on to 
show all the unsavory aspects of contemporary 
technological change: nuking our food in the mi- 
crowave; staring into our TVs; our growing depen- 
dence on the impersonal communication of the 
telephone and answering machine. 

But, like a novel half-finished, Mr. Birkerts tells 
only one side of the story of contemporary life. Per- 
haps a great writer may also show the exciting 
developments of technology, such as when scien- 
tists-using the power of computer modeling- 
cure diseases; when brave revolutionaries use fax 
machines and computers to topple communist 
governments and help spread democracy; or even 
when computer programmers create applications, 
such as word processors, which allow more people 
to write. 

Tom C. Taulli 
Monrovia, Calif. 



C O M M E N T A R Y  

A Few Words of Praise 

As an inveterate reader of periodicals-Haward 
Magazine, Smithsonian, the London Times Literary 
Supplement, et a1.-I must tell you that your Win- 
ter 1992 issue is the best single publication I have 
ever read. The contents were stimulating and re- 
warding to this reader. I particularly liked your 
lead article on "Small Towns." The article by Sey- 
mour Martin Upset was excellent, "Pacific Pros- 
pects" painted a fine picture of that part of the 
world, and Watson on ideology was well done. 
Your reviews and reports were up to your usual 
standards. All in all, it was a fine performance. 

I am of the opinion that the Wilson Quarterly is 
just about the best journal in the United States to- 
day. Please keep up the good work. 

Jack H. Mower 
Washington, D.C. 

Credits: Cover, 22, 25, 26, 27, 29, 31, repro- 
duced from the collections of the Library of 
Congress; p. 9, 114, 116, 118, 128, The 
Bettmann Archive; p. 14, Frank Leslie's Illus- 
trated Newspaper, Sept. 16, 1882; p. 19, Map 
done by Becky Eason, Eason & Associates, 
Washington, D.C.; p. 21, photograph by Anne 
Pike Rugh; p. 33, from Fabled Cities of Central 
Asia, Abbeville Press, 1989; p. 36, courtesy Roya 
Marefat; p. 37, courtesy Lisa Golombek; p. 39, 
courtesy Professor Stephen White, University of 
Glasgow; p. 43, Collection/Hoover Institution 
Archives; p. 46, copyright @ Victoria Ivleva-Fo- 
cus/Matrix, p. 47, photograph by John Parnell, 
courtesy Cooper-Hewitt Museum; p. 49, TASS/ 
SOVFOTO; p. 51, ITAR-TASS/SOVFOTO; p. 56, 
SOVFOTO; p. 75, Collection Walker Art Center, 
Minneapolis, gift of Penny and Mike Winton, 
1990; p. 108, Painting by Jan Steen, "As the Old 
Ones Sing, So the Young Ones Pipe," courtesy 
Philadelphia Museum of Art: The John G. John- 
son Collection; p. 11 1, courtesy Robert Giroux; 
p. 119, FPG International, copyright C3 E. Otto; 
p. 123, courtesy John Murray Publishers, Lon- 
don; p. 126, copyright Nancy Goldring, 1990, 
courtesy of Jayne H. Baum Gallery, New York; 
pp. 130-3 1, The Glory of Ancient Egypt, Krauss 
Reprint, 1988, Plate 156; p. 133, 138 (inset), Se- 
crets of the Great Pyramid, Harper & Row, 
1971; p. 136, 138, The Great Pyramid, Bell Pub- 
lishing Company, 1978, Plate XXI, Plate VI; p. 
141, Mike Peters reprinted by permission of 
UFS, Inc.; p. 145, The Far Side cartoon by Gary 
Larson is reprinted by permission of Chronicle 
Features, San Francisco, Calif.; p. 148, The Es- 
tate of Robert Mapplethorpe, copyright C3 1986; 
p. 149, Novosti Photo Library (London). 

Corrections 

Due to a typographical error, some lines of text 
were dropped from the Spring '92 issue. On page 
31, in the article "Politics Transformed," the sen- 
tence at the bottom of the left-hand column should 
have read, "Republican veterans created television 
commercials and photo opportunities on emo- 
tional subjects such as blue-collar crime, prisons, 
patriotism, and the welfare state. The Republicans 
effectively branded Dukakis a 1960s-style liberal 
and, ipso facto, soft on crime, committed to heavy 
civilian public spending, and niggardly on defense 
appropriations." On page 119, in the article "Im- 
poverished Children: A Survey of Recent Articles," 
the last sentence should have read, "But mutual 
recrimination does little to help children." 

FDR'S FIRESIDE CHATS 
Edited by Russell D. BUhlte and 
David W .  Levy 
"FDR allayed the fears of many Ameri- 
cans during the Great Depression and 
World War 11."-Library Journal. "Read- 
ing the fireside chats, one glimpses a 
large reason for his popularity . . . he 
(Franklin Delano Roosevelt) was a mas- 
ter of a medium that had rearranged 
the ranks of politicians."-The New 
Yorker. 

$24.95 

turning point of WW I1 in Europe was the 
battle of Stalingrad, but Stolfi argues 
persuasively that the first phase of Op- 
eration Barbarossa, Hitler's invasion of 
Russia, was the decisive event . . . a 
credible reevaluation of the War.''Y 
Publishers Weekly. 
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terials. Write Henry George Institute, 

121 E. 30th Street, New York, N.Y. 
1001 6. 

If you are a serious reader who 
wants to stay informed, subscribe 
to THE WILSON QUARTERLY to- 
day. One year/$24, two years/$39. 
Use the postage-paid card in this is- 
sue or write to THE WILSON CEN- 
TER, Membership Department, P.O. 
Box 420406, Palm Coast, FL 32142- 
0406. 

BOOKLOVER'S SMORGASBORD 
for a pittance! Tempting book bar- 
ains to enrich your library. Write for 
ree catalog. IRON KETTLE ? 

BOOKS, 85 Hancock Road, 
Williamstown, Mass. 01 267. 

A limited number of back issues of 
THE WILSON QUARTERLY are 
available at a cost of $7.00 each. 
Contact: Business Manager, THE 
WILSON QUARTERLY, 901 D 
Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20024. 

ATTENTION WILSON CENTER AS- 
SOCIATES: Are you aware that as a 
subscriber to the Wilson Quarterly 
you are entitled to many exciting 
benefits? Write to the addresses 
listed below to obtain the desired 
items. Please include your member- 
ship number or a copy of your mem- 
bership card. 

The Wilson Center Calendar of 
Events, The Wilson Center Re- 
ports, Publishin Program, Calen- 
dar/Re orts, 981 D Street S.W., 
Suite 704, Washington, D.C. 20024. 

Smithsonian Foreign and Domestic 
Study Tours, Associates Reception 
Center, Department WCA, Smithso- 
nian Institution Building, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20560. 

Smithsonian Gift Catalog, Smithso- 
nian Institution, Gift Catalog, Depart- 
ment 0006, Washinaton, D.C. 20560. 

Edited by Martin E. Marty and R. Scott Appleby 
An encyclopedic introduction to the nature and growth of move- 
ments of religious reaction in the twentieth century. Fundamental- 
isms Observed is the most extensive and detailed one-volume 
analysis of the contemporary global resurgence of religion. The 
inaugural volume in the Fundamentalism Project, it sheds new 
light on movements from North America to East Asia and serves as 
the research base for the new PBSINPR series. 

*Airing in three episodes on June 15th, 22nd, and 29th on thirty 
PBSstations and from June 15th to 18th in four segments on 
dozens of NPR affiliates 

$40.00 896 pages 
At bookstores, or, for MCtVISA orders, call: 1-800-62'1-2736. 

In Illinois: 312-568-1550 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C H I C A G O  P R E S S  



The Apotheosis of The Imaginative Landscape 
Captain Cook of Christopher Columbus 
European Mythmaking in the Pacific Valerie I. 1. Flint - 
Gananath Obeyesekere 

In January 1778 Captain James Cook "discovered" the 
Hawaiian Islands and was hailed by the native peoples as 
their returning god Lono. On a return voyage Cook was 
killed in what modem anthropologists and historians inter- 
pret as a ritual sacrifice of the fertility god. 

Rather than focusing on the facts of Columbus's achieve- 
ments in the New World, Valerie flint looks at the power- 
ful "fantasies" that gave energy to  his endeavors. With him 
on his voyages into the unknown, he carried medieval 
notions gleaned from a Mediterranean tradition of tall tales 
about the sea, from books he had read, and from the 
marnae-mundi. solendid schematic maos w'kh fantastic , . 

Questioning the circumstances surrounding Cook's inhabitants. Flint explains how the content of Columbus's 
so-called divinity-or apotheosis-and his death, Gananath thinking influenced his reports on his discoveries. 
Obeyesekere debunks one of the most enduring myths of cloth: $24.95 ISBN 0-691-05681-1 
imperialism, civilization, and conquest the notion that the 
Western civilizer is a god t o  savages. 
Cloth: $24.95 ISBN 0-69 1-05680-3 

Princeton University Press 
41 WILLIAM ST. PRINCETON, NJ 08540 ORDERS: 800-777-4726 OR FROM YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE 

Available in bookstores or from 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS are available to Woodrow Wilson Center 

40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 1001 1-421 1 Associates at a 20% discount. 
Call toll-free 800-872-7423. MasterCardIVISA accepted. 



- 

are pleased 

- 

to announce 

- 

that this 
summer "Dialogue,"the Wilson Center's weekly 
radio program on international affairs, history 
and culture, is joining American Public Radio. 
Look for these upcoming "Dialogue" programs: 

"Russian Realities" 

"On the Spot: Political Advertising on Television" 

"About All that Jazz: One Man's Musical History 

"The Why of Weimar" 

"The Life and Times of a Chinese Dissident" 

For broadcast information call your local public radio station. 
"Dialogue" is a production of the Woodrow Wilson 

International Center for Scholars in association 
with Radio Smithsonian. 

'?1 American Public Radio 
"DIALOGUE," THE WOODROW WILSON CENTER 

1000 JEFFERSON DRIVE, S.W., WASHINGTON, D.C., 20560 
TELEPHONE: (202) 287-3000 EXT. 325 




