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co~~versio~l of these SOLI~S." 

A cellt~1l-y later, the Hopis w0~11d spw-n the Mexicans as they 
1~x1 s p ~ l r ~ ~ e d  the Spa~lisl~. The Americals were a~lotl~er stoly. 111 
1850, followi~~g the U~litecl Srates' victo~y in the war wit11 Mexico, 
the Hopis establisl~ed relatio~~s wit11 the federal govesnn1ent. 
Wl~y? A relatively pcifist people, they faced fseq~ient raids by the 
stronger and lnore aggressive Namllos. They welco~ned effosts 
by the U.S. cav~11-y to subdue their 130werf~il ~~eigl~bors. UII~OITLI- 
~~ately, tlle sane Yankee l~orse~ne~l  w110 fougllt the Navallos 
l>ro~~gllt wit11 tlle~n s~nallpox, and d~lri11g the 1860s a s~nallpox 
epicle~nic swept tl~rougl~ Hopi COLIII~L-~. At the same ti~ne, the 
So~~tllwest s~~ffered a prolo~lged series of dro~~gl~ts.  Kit Carso11, in 
1863 co1n1na11di11g a force of cava l~y~ne~~ against the Navallos, 
found tlle Hopis "in a   no st deplorable co~~cli t io~~. . . . Their o111y 
ckpe~lcle~lce for s~~bsiste~lce is 011 the little corn they raise when 
tlle weather is prol2itio~1s." Tlle Hopi pop~~ la t i o~~  abruptly fejl by 
a11110st 50 percent. 

The Hopis' territo~y was sllri~~ki~lg, too. 111 1869, Waslli11gt011 
created an i~ldepe~lde~lt Hopi age~lcy at Osaibi, a pueblo 011 Tllird 
Mesa Tllirtee~l years later, 011 December 16, 1882, Presicle~~t 
Cllester A. Art11~1r signed an executive order creati~lg a 3,920- 
sq~~are-111i1e rese~vatio~l in 11ostller11 Arizona for the Hopi tribe 
(a~ld, fatef~~lly, for any otlles 111dia1ls wllom the secretaq of tlle 
i~lterios s110~11cl "see fit to settle tl~ereon"). Mea~lwllile, the trans- 
contine~~tal Atla~~tic and Pacific Railroad brotight ra~lcllers, 1ni11- 
ers, :111cl otller settlers illto the regi011. Betwee11 1900 ancl 1910, 
the l~o~~ulat io~l  of Arizo~la 11early doubled (fro~n 122,931 to 
204,354), :111d the new cities abutti~lg the Hopi resesvati011, ill- 

c l~ id i~~g  Flagsraff, grew accordi~lgly. 

Hopis versus Navahos 
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attempts to "allot" tlle reservation-t11at is, to divide its land 
a~nong its residents, destroying its c o ~ n ~ n ~ ~ n a l  cllaracter. After 
several clasl~es wit11 Lololo~na's followers, Lomahongyoma and 
his "l~ostiles" withdrew from Oraibi in 1906 to form a separate 
village, Hotevila, near Tllird Mesa. The rift between "traditional- 
ist" anci "progi-essive" Hopis persists. 

Wit11 the Americans came econo~~~ ic  ~ p p ~ i ~ ~ l ~ l i t y - f ~ ~  some. 
The Naval10 and Zuni India~ls llad introciuced the Hopis to 
silvers~nitl~ing ci~~ring the 1890s; during the 20t11 celltury, tlle craft 
gsewhl i ~ l l l ~ o ~ ~ n c e .  As Inore and Inore to~lsists ve~~t~ireci into the 
So~ltllwest, cie~nancl soared for Hopi pottely, a beautiful poly- 
cllro~lle clajw~re cl~as~~cterized by 1201~1, stylized designs. Many 
other Hopis canle to rely on wages earneci off the resei~ation as 
r~nc11 lxi~~cls, miners, and laborers. 

Tlle Hopis' growing dependence on t11e o~~tside econolny 
led, inevital~ly, to a clecseasing reliance on raising livestock. Into 
the vacLiuIn stepped Naval10 tribesmen fro111 the surro~~nding 
co~111t1-yside. 0~1t11~1111besi1lg the Hopis b j ~  20 to 1, the nomaclic 
Navallos began grazing their slleep and cattle on the fringes of 
tlle Hopi resesvation, bit by bit penetrating f~irtl~er. D~lring the 
1 9 3 0 ~ ~  worsiec~ a l ~ o ~ ~ t  overgrazing, the federal governInent forced 
both t11e Nav~llos 2nd the Hopis to reduce their l~erds of li17e- 
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GENEROSITY 

111 1967, ~11e U.S. Ofice of Econo~~~ ic  Opl~orti~nity (OEO) l~i~-ecl 111e to llelp 
i~iVesLig:~te l lo i~s i~~g co~lclitio~~s on the Rosel~~~cl S i o ~ ~ s  Rese1~7ation in So~lth 
Ik iko~~ .  Wit11 21 tei111i of'se1.f-ciescril~ecl e s l ~ e ~ ~ s ,  I visitecl :ill 22 villages 011 the 
rese~~~:~t io~l ,  from TWO S~rilie to Milk's Cmlp, :i~lcl cliscoverecl, 3111011g ~ t l le r  
tl~i~lgs, t l ~ i t  Rosel>i~cl h111iIies 1x1~1 111~1cl~ to e~lcl~~re.  

ivl:111y occu~~ieci cIi~~-floc>r slucks tllat l:~ckecl aclecl~~ate 11e:it or S L I I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~  

iv:~ter. Sonic were fc~rcecl to sleep, even to cook, in ri~sted-out c:~r boclies. 111 
wi~~ter,  the fxl~ilies J W I - ~  vil-t~~:ilIy cleSe~~seless :lTAi~~st the f r e q ~ ~ e ~ ~ t  blizz~rcis 
tllat s\vept the Soi~th Dakot:i pr:~irie. 

Oi~r  :~rcl~iteet~~ral co11si11t:1nt, :I clleerfi~l y o ~ ~ n g  nx~n from Cl~illicot11e, 
Ol~io, \vent fro111 door to door ziski~~g :lsto~lisl~ecl S i o ~ ~ s  ~~ lo t l~e r s  wl~etller 
they preferred g ~ s  stoves to electric stoves; wl~etller tlley liked l>i1111< l~ecls; 
\vlletller LIE cliilclre~~ coi~lcl use :I "~lli~ci IOOIII" for their boots :mcI g:ilosl~es. 

k w  of the 1110tlless coi~lci SLIII~IIICIII a~is\vers. I ~lttribi~tecl tlleir reticellee 
LO the fact that their I I O L I S ~ S  11:icI 110 gas or electricity, their rooms Ilad IIO 

lxcls, :mcI their chilcire~~ 1x1~1 110 lx~ots. But there WAS motl1er expkt11atio11. 
As :I t r i l ~ ~ l  le:icle~. :icl~~lo~~isl~eci us: "YILI sllo~~lci not ask so 111;iny cl~~esticx~s. 
Tlie jxople tl~ink tliere is :I right :i~~s\ves LIIICI 21 wxxlg mwer ,  :ind if they 
give the wong :insurer, they v d l  not get a 11ew I I O L I S ~  ." Over the ce~~t i~r ies  
wl~ites 11:ive :~cl~~~irecl 11lcIi:i11 sile11ce :is the c o ~ l l p l e ~ l ~ e ~ ~ t  to 111cIim elo- 
~ L I ~ I - I C ~ .  Bi~t it m ~ y  :11so lime 11ee11 :I of avoiding trouble. 

Tbu of the people I nlet c l i~r i~~g tllat Roselx~d so jo i~ r~~  were Nmcy and 
Sml White I-lorse, \v11o lived in 21 sllack :it011 :I I~arren knoll near the town of 
lvlissio~~. BO~II :iso~~~ieI the turn of the ce~~tuly, tlley 1x1~1 spent 111ost of their 
lives on the rese~-i~atio~~, t21king strong roles in tribal afiiirs a~icl slx~rillg wit11 
otller 111e1nIxrs of the tril~e in the 11xmifolci llliseries :111ci occ:isio~~~l inl- 
11rove1lle11ts t11:lt cmle their \wy. 

No\v the ;lrriv:il of "T f :~s l~ i~ lg~o~~  offici:lls" %ve groi~~~cls for hope tha~ 
l i o ~ ~ s i ~ ~ g  ~lligllt he the next itel11 sk~tecl for l~rogress. "Y0~1're noL the first to 
fly O L I ~  here :md look ;~roi~~~ci ,"  NISKJ~ White I-Iorse tolei 111e :IS we stood 
an~id the tzill, yellow grass. "Notlling ever cc1111es of it.  BLIL I ' l l  tell you \v11:1t. 
IS you C:III get so~ne  110~1ses l x ~ i l t  for 111y peoj~le, I'll 11121ke ~ 7 0 1 1  c ] ~ ~ i l ~ . "  

111 ti~ne, the OEO I x ~ i l t  400 I I O L I S ~ S  on the Rosel~~~cl Resenc~tio~l, i~lclucl- 
illg o11e for Nmcy :IIICI S m .  NLIIICJ~ \T:IS :IS goocl as l~er  vmrcl. T l~e  c]i~i l t  slle 
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sent was a brilliant patchwork of red, orange, and white, with a hil-ge green 
star at the center. 

I t  was Iiardl!. surprising that the bargain Nancy struck with me should 
benefit the whole tribeÃ‘UI you can get some houses built for my peo- 
ple"-rather than herself alone.. In Indian country people tend to move 
forward in concert. Their individual struggles become a war of all on behalf 
of all. Nor was it unusual that out of the tatters of her daily life she should 
strive to fashion a gift of great beauty. That, too, went with the territo1-y. I11 a 
culture with few commodities and virtually no market, creative generosity 
can flourish. 

Do the Indians perhaps know somethingthat we do not-not, to be sure, 
about getting ahead, but instead about not getting ahead? Is it possible that 
life is more fruitfully and magnanimously lived in the Indians' circular way 
(the turning of the earth) rather than in our accustomed linear fashion 
(onward and upward)? 

Recently I returned to Rosebud for the first time in a dozen years. It took 
me a while t o  find White Horse because she had moved to a new 
neighborhood, a place named in honor of her husband, who had died a few 
years previously: the Sam White Horse Housing Project. Nancy's face had 
more wrinkles than I had remembered, and she walked very carefully 1 1 0 ~ ~ 7 ,  

bin otherwise she seemed unchanged, and certainly undiscouraged. 
"What happened to your oilier house?" I asked. "The one that we built 

for you?" 
"Oh," she said matter-of-factly, "there was a fellow who needed a place 

to live. So I gave him my house." 
I thought of John Wesley, that troubled missionary who learned some- 

thingiii the 18th century that we may have forgotten in the 20th. I-Iome- 
ward-bound to England, Wesley gazed at a tossing sea and wrote in his 
diary, "I came to America to convert the Indians. But oh, dear God, who will 
convert me?" 

the equal partition of these lands. Within a few years fences 
stretched across the desert, supposedly protecting the remaining 
Hopi lands from further Navaho encroachment. They did not. 

By 1980, the Hopi population numbered about 9,000 while 
that of the Navaho approached 170,000; more than 2,000 Navahos 
were permanently settled on lands once designated as being 
under the jurisdiction of the Hopi. (Fewer than 100 Hopis were 
on Navaho lands.) Many Navahos have refused to relocate. As one 
Navaho woman put it clunnq the late 1970s, "If I was beaten 
unconscious or put to sleep, then maybe I would be taken to the 
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place where we are supposed to move to. But it would not be of 
my own will, and as soon as I was awake I would get up and 
come back to this place." 

The Hopis quarrel not only with the Navahos but also among 
themselves-in particular, over the mining of coal and other 
mineral resources. Since 1936, the Hopi progressives have con- 
trolled the Hopi Tribal Council, in large part because Hopi tradi- 
tionalists have boycotted the council elections. Backed by the 
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the council in 1969 granted 
the St. Louis-based Peabody Coal Company the right to strip- 
mine coal from Black Mesa, in northeastern Arizona. The mines 
opened in 1970 and have brought some $500,000 in annual 
royalties to the tribe. 

IHopi traditionalists bitterly oppose the mining. They regard 
it as a desecration. As one group of traditionalists stated: "We, the 
Hopi leaders, have watched as the white man has destroyed his 
land, his water, and his air. The white man has made it harder for 
us to maintain our traditional ways and religious life. . . . We can- 
not allow our spiritual homelands to be taken from us." During 
the 1970s, as Indian activism increased nationwide, so did oppo- 
sition among the Hopis to the mining operations at Black Mesa. 
Thomas Banyacya, David Monongye, Mina Lanza, and other tradi- 
tionalist leaders enlisted legal counsel to challenge the lease 
agreements. So far, the tribal dispute remains unresolved in the 
conns, and the coal mining goes on. 

Dolls for the Tourists 

Toclay, like other Indians, the Hopis are beset by a high 
unemployment rate-in excess of 25 percent on the Hopi res- 
ervation. Those Hopis who do  work are generally low-income 
herdsmen and farmers. Others make a living from crafts, perhaps 
fashioning pottery or kachina dolls for the tourist trade. A few 
I-Iopis have jobs in the coal mines or elsewhere in the private 
sector. They, together with Hopis employed in white-collar jobs 
by the BIA, account for many of the roughly 500 members of the 
tribe who have incomes higher than $7,000. 

But the Hopis do  not necessarily view their condition as a 
'plight." Perhaps more than any other tribe within the Lower 
Forty-Eight, they have been able to preserve their traditional way 
of life. Unlike most other tribes in America, they have continued 
to occupy their ancestral territory, atop the same mesas as their 
forefathers. They keep alive many of their religious traditions. 
They disagree about whether (and how far) to enter the white 
man's world. But that disagreement, too, is of long standing. 
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Ba~lcl, t11ej~ settled on a small reservation in Jacksoil Co~~nty, 
Kansas, where the tribe can 1~ fo~~ncl tocla~~~ 1,326 strong. 

In Oklahoma, tlle progressivel or Citizen Banci, 130rawatomis 
sllarecl lanci with the Absentee Sllaw~lees, descenciants of those 
Sllaw~lees w110 11ad fled from Ollio during tlle late 1700s. 111 1890 
the Oklal1oi11a resewation was itself allotted; each Pordwato~ni 
receiveci a plot w i t l ~ i ~ ~  the former sese~vation. SLIS~I~LIS lancis were 
opened to the white public during the Oklallo~lla Territoly "1a11d 
r~in" of 1891, and tlle tribe shared in the proceeds. 

As their tribal acreage c l i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i s l ~ e c i ~  the Potawaton~is gradu- 
ally became more acc~~lturated. 111 1876, the Order of St. Bene- 
clict founded Sacred Heast Mission 011 lancis cio~lated by the tribe 
near Asher, Oklallonla. The mission opened two Indian scl~ools, 
incl~~cling St. Beneclict's Ii~cl~~strial Scl~ool, fou~~ded in 1877) anti 
St. Ma~y's Academy (1880-1946). A new ge~leration of educated 
Potawatonlis established flo~lrisl~i~~g farms and rancl~es. Some 
beczi~ne retailersl like G. L. Young, whose general store at 
"Yo~~ng's Crossing" formed the n~~cleus of what is now the busi- 
ness ciistrict of 111(1dern Sl~awnee (pop. 261506). 

Like tlleir white neig1111ors-and relatives-the P0ta~ito111is 
end~~reci tlle devastatio~l of the Dust Bowl years. With other 
"Okies," many left tlleis 110111es for a new life in Texas, California, 
and elsewl~ere. About one-lmlf of the 11,600 Citizen Band Pota- 
watonlis Lire in Oklal~onxd, a11ci some 2,500 still live ill and aro~lnci 
Sllawnee. The rest are dispersed among a11 50 states and several 
foreign co~~ntries. 111 Oklal~oma, t11e Potawatomi occ~~patio~lal 
profile resembles t lu t  of any rural town's l~op~~lat io i~ .  Unen~ploy- 
ment is low co~~lpareci to that of other tril~es: 11 percent. 

AII elected five-n~an trilxl co~~ncil anti an elected business 
co111111ittee oversee the affairs of tlle Citizen Band. John Barrett, 
the current tribal cl~air~l~an, attended Prii~ceto~~ University and 
1101cis a graduate degree in b~~siness administration from Okla- 
1lo111a Ciqr University. All told, some 40 en~ployees n~ake LIP t11e 
Citizen Band l~ayroll, wit11 jobs as diverse as publicatio~~s editor 
ailci lnuseuin curdtor. Every summer tribal officials supelvise fed- 
erally s~iLxidizeci jol>-training programs for 150 Inc~ians. 

Using tribal lands near Sllawnee, tlle Pota~vatoi~~is recently 
esrablislleci a11 "enterprise zone" designed to attract business anci 
industijr into their coi11nlui1ity. Ui~der the federal Tribal Govern- 
illeilt Tax Status Act (19821, the Potawatomis and otller India11 
tribes can offer l~rivate incl~~stries red~~ced tax rates if these firms 
locate within the tribal j~~risciiction. Tribal lancls are also exempt 
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from state sales taxes. Potawatomi leaders believe that they can 
attract Oklallo~na businesses by cl~arging lower taxes tl~dn tlle 
state. Tlle revenues w o ~ ~ l d  be used to finance the tribal goverll- 
nlent, to purcl~as~new tribal lands, to provide adciitional social 
sewices for local Potawatomis. 

Negotiations with several major companies have already be- 
gun. In June 1984, tlle Potawato~nis opened their own "tradi~lg 
post" on tribal lands. Because they cl~arge no state sales taxes, ~11e 
Potawdto~ni entrepreneurs can offer some co~n~nodities, espe- 
cially tobacco, to Oklal1onlans at substantial savings. The one- 
st017 trading post c~~rrently takes in more than $200,000 a montll 
in cigarette sales alone. 

Accon~pdnying the rise of the Potawatomis as a corporate 
entity 11as been a fu~~ller  dilution of their etl~nic identity. Since 
1961, wllen tlle tribe voted to restrict me~nbersllip to those wit11 
lnore t11an one-eigl~tl~ Potawatomi blood, the number of "p~lre" 
Potawatolni has continued to decline. Now, the tribal council is 
considering opening up tribal rolls to tllose wit11 less t11a11 one- 
eigl~tll Potawatomi ancest1-y. Few of the Citizen Band, l~owever, 
wish to forgo the economic advantages tllat acculturatio~~ has 
brougllt tl~enl. Speaking of 11is tribe in 1984, Jo11n Basrett ob- 
sesved that "we 11ave left the age of government programs and 
s~ippost.. . .Tribes unable to stand on their own two feet are 
going to find tl~en~selves fading into the backgro~~nc~." 

In retrospect, the varied responses of Indian people to Euro- 
pean and An~erican society have produced tribes no less diverse 
t11an those that originally inllabited tlle United States. But ciiffer- 
ent as tribes such as the I-Iopi and the Potawatomi may be, each 
must contend wit11 the same econon~ic realities. 

Tlle Hopis sllare tlle dile~nn~a of more traditional tribes 
wl~ose larger land base offers the prospect of oil or n~ ine r~ l  
developn~ent. Hopi traditionalists may oppose the desecration of 
their llo~nelands, but llistory suggests tllat the pressures for devel- 
opment, fro111 lmt11 witllin and without, are difficult for any tribe 
to witllstand. Wit11 muc11 less land, the Potawaton~i have at- 
te~npted to use their un iq~~e  legal status as Indians to enl~ance the 
econo~nic position of their tribe. Wl~etller they succeed in doing 
so senlains to be seen. For both the Hopis and the Potawaton~is, 
l~oweves, one tiling is certain: Witllout gaining additio~~al finan- 
cial stsengtll, the 111dian people will be i~~creasi~lgly unable to 
control their own destinies as conl~n~~~lities. 


